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Introduction
The 4-day workshop funded by EALTA was held September 10-13, 2015 at Taras Shevchenko
National University of Kyiv, the leading institution of higher education in Ukraine. The main
objective of the workshop was to build on the work of the nascent Ukrainian Association for LTA
(UALTA) and to further enhance university teachers’ assessment competence. This objective is in
line with the association’s long-term goal to ensure fair assessment of students’ English language
abilities in ways that benefit learning.
The Workshop, led by Professor Tony Green and Dr. Christine Coombe, was aimed at laying a
sound theoretical and practical foundation for the implementation of association’s goals by
bringing the participants’ knowledge and skills in LTA up to date with the most recent
developments in classroom-based assessment at the university level.

Workshop Participants and Presenters
The number of participants was 39. They were teachers of English who work in leading classical,
teacher training and other types of universities in Ukraine, thus representing all regions of the
country:
- Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv,
- M. Dragomanov National Teacher Training University (Kyiv),
- Kyiv National Linguistic University (all three representing the capital/Northern Ukraine),
- V. Karazin National University of Kharkiv,
- H. Skovoroda National Teacher Training University of Kharkiv (the Eastern Ukraine),
- Ukrainian Academy of Banking (Sumy),
- M. Kotsiubinskyi Teacher Training University (Vinnytsia),
- University of Trade and Commerce (Poltava),
- B. Khmelnitskyy National University of Cherkasy (the Central Ukraine),
- I. Mechnikov National University of Odesa (the Southern Ukraine),
- V. Hnatiuk National Teacher Training University of Ternopil
- Lysenko Musical Academy of Lviv (both representing the Western Ukraine).
Although the theme of the workshop related to the university classroom , two of the participants
represented the regional Centres for quality assurance of secondary education.
All workshop participants are members of UALTA. Invitations were sent to all individual members;
institutional members (8) were represented by 4-5 participants each. The majority of the
participants are experienced teachers who have already received some training in LTA within
British Council Ukraine projects, workshops conducted by European or Ukrainian experts, Ecourses in LTA. The working experience of the majority of participants is 10-20 years.
27 participants hold a PhD in the field of FL teaching methodology or linguistics; two of them did
their doctoral research into LTA. 16 of the participants took part in the inaugural workshop of
UALTA held in September 2015.
The main presenters at the workshop were Professor Anthony Green (CRELLA, UK) and Dr.
Christine Coombe (Higher Colleges of Technology, UAE) who led the workshop on Days Two and
Three. The co-presenter on Day Three was Dr. Olga Ukainska (UALTA Expert member). The
workshops on Day Four were facilitated by the local presenters Drs. Maria Pysanko (UALTA VicePresident) and Olga Kvasova (UALTA President).

Workshop Organisation
The workshop was held at the Institute of Continuing Education of Taras Shevchenko National
University of Kyiv which offers comfortable premises for conferencing and refreshments. The
venue is situated on the university campus and is within convenient reach for resident
participants; the non-residents were accommodated in the university Conference Centre hotel
nearby.

The sessions ran from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m., with half-hour breaks for refreshments and an hour
break for lunch. The detailed schedule is given below.
Day One. September 10
(Coombe & Green)
Registration
8.30 – 9.00
Opening
9.30 - 10.00
Session 1.1
10.00-11.20 (80’)
Coffee break
11.20-11.40 (20’)
Session 1.2
11.40-13.10 (90’)
Lunch break
13.10 – 14.10 (60’)
Session 1.3
14.10-15.30 (80’)
Coffee break
15.30-15.50 (20’)
Session 1.4
15.50-17.20 (90’)
Day Three. September 12
(Green & Ukrainska)
Session 3.1
9.00-10.30 (90’)
Coffee break
10.30-11.00 (30’)
Session 3.2
11.00-12.30 (90’)
Lunch break
12.30-13.30 (60’)
Session 3.3
13.30-15.00 (90’)
Coffee break
15.00-15.30 (30’)
Session 3.4
15.30-17.00 (90’)

Day Two. September 11
(Coombe & Green)

Session 2.1
Coffee break
Session 2.2
Lunch break
Session 2.3
Coffee break
Session 2.4

9.00-10.30 (90’)
10.30-11.00 (30’)
11.00-12.30 (90’)
12.30-13.30 (60’)
13.30-15.00 (90’)
15.00-15.30 (30’)
15.30-17.00 (90’)

Day Four. September 13
(Pysanko & Kvasova)
Session 4.1
Coffee break
Session 4.2
Lunch break
Session 4.3
Coffee break
Session 4.4
AGM and closing

9.00-10.20 (80’)
10.20-10.40 (20’)
10.40-12.00 (80’)
12.00-12.50 (50’)
12.50-14.10 (80’)
14.10-14.30 (20’)
14.30-15.50 (90’)

15.50-16.30

The workshop was opened by UALTA president Olga Kvasova who read out the welcome message
of the EALTA president with wishes of insightful experience and constructive activities during the
four days of the EALTA-funded convention. She also updated the presenters and participants on
the activities of the organization during the first year of its work.

Workshop contents and activities
As was previously planned, the workshop consisted of four days with four sessions each.
The content of the workshop covered the issues of immediate interest and value for the two types
of participants. On the one hand, the content was prompted by suggestions of the participants of
the 2015 convention and, on the other hand, it was aimed to meet the demands of those who just
started to develop their assessment literacy in LTA. Accordingly, one part of the sessions covered
the issues which introduced novice UALTA members to the cornerstones of LTA (such as
“Developing Assessments”, “Delivering Assessments”, “Performance-based Assessments:
Development, Administration & Marking”, “Alternative Assessments”); the other part of the
sessions was focused on issues related to more advanced themes (such as “Quality control
through test and item analysis”, “Assessing speaking skills” and “Assessing writing skills”). The
sessions held by the invited experts were followed up by workshops conducted by the local
presenters. These were aimed at training the participants in developing assessments tailored to
particular institutions’ needs, such as developing specifications for assessing speaking skills,
discussing and improving the speaking test tasks provided by participants; developing rating scales
for assessing skills of academic writing and trying them out during the workshop; discussing the
self- and peer-assessment practices at master level classroom.
The training sessions included a balanced combination of theoretical input presented to the whole
group, discussion and practical assignments consolidating information from the readings assigned
before the workshop and stimulating analysis activities carried out in small groups.
Participants were provided with a pack of essential readings on LTA and materials used as handouts by workshop facilitators.

Evaluation of the workshop
25 of the participants completed a brief online feedback form following the event. The most
numerous (40%) was the group of respondents with 14-20 years of ELT experience, followed by
those with 9-13 years (24%), and the group with over 20 years (20%). Further 16% of respondents
had from 3 to 8 years of working experience.
The participants were asked to rate different aspects of the workshop assigning from 1 to 5 points
and comment on them in the blank spaces. Three questions were open-ended ones.
The workshop was generally well received as suggested by the ratings below.
Q1. Please give an overall rating of the workshop (1-5 points) - 4,88 points
Q2. How would you rate the sessions of the workshop (1-5 points)? – 4,88 points
Q3. How would you rate the opportunity to learn (1-5 points)? - 4,88 points
Q4. How would you rate the opportunity for participation and discussion (1-5 points)? - 4,84
points
Q8. How would you rate the length of the workshop (1-5 points)? - 4,40 points
Q9. How would you rate the organisation of the workshop (1-5 points)? - 4,84 points
Asked “Which aspect of the workshop did you find most useful?” (Q5) 12 participants mentioned
developing assessments and alternative assessments, 11 respondents mentioned performancebased assessment and assessing speaking skills, ten administering assessments and assessing
writing skills, seven quality control through test and item analysis and assessing academic writing,
three self-and peer-evaluation and two developing speaking test specifications.
Q6 about less useful aspect(s) of the workshops was answered only by 18 respondents, with 11 of
them making comments such as ‘everything was useful’ or ‘everything was useful from different
points of view”. However, 5 participants mentioned quality control through test and item analysis,
such as “very interesting and thought-provoking but not yet applicable in the context of everyday

professional activities”. Other comments mentioned qualities (cornerstones) of test and
developing speaking test specifications.
With respect to further training (Q7), all 25 respondents made suggestions which related to
various aspects of LTA. Seven respondents wanted a focus on assessing all skills in Ukrainian higher
educational context including developing rating scales for assessing productive skills; four
mentioned alternative assessment; three asked for training in item writing; others expressed an
interest in assessment in ESP, assessment of academic speaking, preparation for CAE and IELTS.
Two asked for training in methods of test validation and how to perform statistical analysis of selfmade tests.
Participants were asked to share their views on aspects of the workshop and their comments
generally reflected a high level of satisfaction with the event. Comments to some of the questions
are included below:
Q1. “the workshops held by two leading experts in the area was an invaluable experience”; “very
wisely stuffed with the urgent issues of great relevance”; “the organization was beyond praise”;
“there was a good opportunity to meet colleagues from other unis”.
Q2. “the knowledge we got is valuable but still there are questions concerning arranging valid and
reliable assessment of speaking and writing in Ukrainian unis taking into account our limited
material and time resources”; “ very thought-provoking and setting up fresh challenges as well as
scope of follow-up plans”.
Q3. “it was a great chance not only to learn more about testing but also about the way to hold
workshops and discussions”.
Q4. “personally, I had all the questions answered by experts, had an opportunity to express my
opinions”; “I would have welcomed more time for Q&A sessions at the end of either each workshop
or at the end of each day just to recap on the issues discussed”.
Q8. “the longer (the workshop), the better”.

Action planning
The workshop was rounded off by an AGM during which the participants expressed their
evaluation of the workshop as well as UALTA activities in the past year.
As a follow-up of this workshop, it was decided that its participants should hold workshops in their
institutions within 2 months after its close. The workshop materials will be shared by their
facilitators and posted on the UALTA web-site (page “Professional development (PD)”). The PD
section of the website will be supplied with ‘The ABC of LTA’ which will introduce FL teachers to
the basic concepts of language assessment.

The Ukrainian presenters at this workshop (Ukrainska, Pysanko & Kvasova) will be invited to
conduct their workshops at universities in the regions of the country within the 2016-2017
academic year. All UALTA members will be invited to take part at conferences which are planned
to take place in the spring 2017 at institutions participating in this workshop and beyond.
Plans were made to organize SIGs within the association, such as Assessment in ESP, Assessment
in higher schools of linguistics, etc. in order to join efforts of practitioners working in the similar
contexts and faced with similar challenges. It is also topical for Ukrainian universities to develop
quality tests for admission purposes; such tests are being designed but not piloted and modified
properly as yet. It is expected that one of the forthcoming events will be devoted to this issue, and
a team will be organized by UALTA members who are working on such tests.
The members of the association are encouraged to make their contribution to the development of
LTA, participating in LTA events in Ukraine and internationally.

