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Assessment for autonomy, assessment for learning, and learner engagement
Dr Terry Lamb, University of Sheffield
ABSTRACT
This talk begins by describing and problematising attempts to assess learner autonomy. However, this
problematisation depends on the way in which assessment is conceptualised. An exploration of
formative assessment (assessment for learning, rather than summative assessment, or assessment of
learning) in fact provides a justification for assessing autonomy, as well as an indication of what this
might mean in practice. Firstly it reveals that the aim of improving language learning and learner
engagement entails a need for learners themselves, and not just their teachers, to understand how to
improve their learning, and that this implies the development of their autonomous learning behaviour.
The talk then goes on to argue that, just as language learning can be enhanced by assessment for
learning, so can learner autonomy be enhanced by assessment for autonomy, suggesting that learners,
as well as teachers, need to be able to assess not only their own learning, but also their own levels of
autonomy, with a view to enhancing both. The issue then is how to describe learner autonomy in ways
which make it understandable to, and assessable for, learners. The talk and related workshop refers to
research and classroom practice in foreign language learning in secondary schools in England, and
includes a focus on learners’ voices. It also considers issues for teacher development and implications
for classroom practice.
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Dr John Pryor, University of Sussex
Assessment for learning – assessment for being
Abstract
Formative assessment has been developed considerably in recent years. The most striking departures
have been the move towards seeing it is something which is not so much done by teacher to or for
learners but that it is a joint accomplishment that requires the agency of the learner. Along with this has
come the idea that formative assessment is assessment for rather than of learning. In many settings
however the possibilities of these insights have not been fully developed because of a restricted view of
learning. While many teachers might quibble with the idea of learning as the acquisition of knowledge,
when thinking of assessment whether for or learning it is this epistemological conception of knowledge
that predominates – learning will occur when students have acquired right words, the right rules, the
right intonation. In this presentation I shall explore a different work with a different set of assumptions.
What if knowledge is ‘an active engagement between the knowing subject and what is known … a kind
of doing,’ (Gill 1993:68)? What if learning is a contextualized performance involving students engaging
with prospective and current social identities, and therefore an ontological as well as an epistemological
accomplishment? What if the differential personal risk that this involves is acknowledged? What then is
assessment for learning? I shall look at ways in which teachers have translated these concerns into more
concrete pedagogic practice and raise the question of how this might be accomplished in the variety of
language classrooms that members of the SIG work in or with.

Workshop
In the workshop I shall be asking participants to engage in a series of group activities which explore how
the ideas I shall have presented might be developed in contexts that are familiar to them. The session
will end with a plenary discussion to share insights derived from the group work and further interrogate
the notion of assessment for learning in the language classroom.
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